Hereditary causes of chorea in childhood.
Chorea and athetosis are rare presenting symptoms in childhood. Chorea can be a presenting symptom in a number of hereditary diseases, including neurodegenerative diseases, paroxysmal diseases, and metabolic diseases. In these situations, family history, associated symptoms, and other physical findings will often enable a correct diagnosis. Benign childhood chorea is probably a genetically heterogeneous group of disorders, generally without other symptoms. Clinical aspects of these disorders are reviewed here.